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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2009-264
Sponsor: Council Member Davis
Date of Introduction: March 10, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference:  R; TEU
Date of Analysis: March 13, 2009
Type of Action: Policy Expression
Bill Summary: This resolution opposes the current draft of the St. Johns River Water Management District’s proposed rule regarding the release of conservation easements; the resolution expresses support of revisions by Osceola County and Orange County; the resolution directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward a copy of this resolution to the District Governing Board and the Executive Director of the St. Johns River Water Management District Board.
Background:  Conservation easements are agreements that are used to preserve and maintain environmental functions such as conserving open space and environmentally sensitive lands and wildlife habitats.  The easements are restrictions on encroachments on environmentally sensitive areas for either development or public projects.  The newly proposed rule of SJRWMD for the release of conservation easements would negatively impact local government’s ability to release such easements for public projects.  This resolution opposes that proposed rule.  The resolution expresses the Council’s support of revisions to the proposed rule recommended by Osceola County and Orange County that delete the fair market value criteria and include the ability to exchange conservation easements in other basins and the ability to purchase credits through mitigation banks.
Policy Impact: St. Johns River Water Management District/Environment/Easements
Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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